
’01 
Carolina 

Point acquired

’02 
RockRidge 

Canyon (Canada) 
acquired

’78 
• Mae Page appointed 

associate director  
of field ministries  

• It’s a Sin to Bore a Kid published  
• Wilderness Ranch acquired

’63 
• Young Life book 

published • Castaway 
Club acquired

’87 
Doug Burleigh 

becomes fourth 
president

~~ ’44

’87
’08

’65

’41 PEARL HARBOR
’44 D-DAY
’45 WORLD WAR II ENDS
’47 DEAD SEA SCROLLS DISCOVERED
’48 MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL CREATED

’37 AMELIA EARHART’S PLANE 
DISAPPEARS

’38 SUPERMAN DEBUTS
’39 WORLD WAR II BEGINS 19

40
s

19
30

s ’50 KOREAN WAR BEGINS
’51 I LOVE LUCY DEBUTS
’52 POLIO VACCINE CREATED
’55 MCDONALD’S INCORPORATED
’56 ELVIS APPEARS ON THE ED  

SULLIVAN SHOW
’59 BEN HUR PREMIERES

19
50

s ’63 JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATED
’64 THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT PASSED
’67 SGT. PEPPER’S LONELY HEARTS CLUB 

BAND RELEASED
’68 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

ASSASSINATED
’69 MAN WALKS ON THE MOON

19
60

s ’81 AIDS IDENTIFIED
’83 MICHAEL JACKSON’S THRILLER 

BECOMES BEST-SELLING ALBUM  
OF ALL TIME

’86 CHALLENGER SPACE SHUTTLE 
DISASTER 

’89 FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL

19
80

s ’90 NELSON MANDELA FREED
’91 SOVIET UNION DISSOLVED
’95  O.J. SIMPSON TRIAL
’97 FIRST HARRY POTTER NOVEL 

PUBLISHED19
90

s ’00 NEW MILLENIUM
’01 9/11 ATTACKS
’03 U.S. ENTERS IRAQ WAR
’04 FACEBOOK LAUNCHED20

00
s ’10 INSTAGRAM LAUNCHED

’13 FROZEN BECOMES HIGHEST-  
GROSSING ANIMATED FILM  
OF ALL TIME20

10
s
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’33 

Ladies start 
praying across from 
Gainesville (Texas) 

High School

’39 
Jim Rayburn 

begins Gainesville 
club

’41 
• Young Life 

incorporated October 16 
• Rayburn becomes first 

president

’49 
Silver 
Cliff 

acquired

’46 
• Volunteer 

leaders come on board 
at Wheaton • Star Ranch 

acquired (also serves as new 
headquarters until ’61)

’42 
Campaigners 

begins

’44  
Contact work 

begins

’40 
• “Miracle Book Club” 

becomes the “Young Life 
Campaign” • Tent meetings  

• Young Life Board of 
Directors forms

’80 
Amicus, 
MCYM 
begins

’81 
Mountain Lodge 

acquired

’82  
Oakbridge acquired

’84  
Buttercreek Lodge 

acquired

’84 
Every Kid 
published

’86 
• Capernaum 

begins  
• Lake Champion 

acquired

’50 
• Committees 

begin in Portland 
• First fundraising 

banquets

’51 
• Frontier 

Ranch acquired 
• Andy “Goldbrick” 
Delaney comes to 
work at Frontier 

Ranch

’53 
• Young Life 

goes international 
with work in France  

• Malibu Club 
acquired

’56 
Urban 

work begins in 
Newark, New 

Jersey

’59 
Early military 

ministry begins 
on American bases 

in Germany

’90 
Trail West 

begins family 
camps

’92 
La Finca 

(Nicaragua) and 
Rockbridge acquired

’94  
Crooked Creek 

Ranch acquired

’95 
www.younglife.org 

born

’96 
Service Center 

moves to 420 North 
Cascade in Colorado 

Springs

’97 
Frontier Ranch 

(Philippines), Lost 
Canyon, SharpTop Cove, 

Washington Family Ranch 
acquired

’98 
• Young Life reaches 

its 50th state (Wyoming)  
• Pico Escondido 

(Dominican Republic) acquired

’99 
• Small Towns/
Rural ministry 

officially begins  
• Timber Wolf Lake 

acquired

’00  
• Middle school 

ministry officially 
called “WyldLife”  
• Clearwater Cove 

acquired

’05 
• Young Life 

College begins  
• Young Life reaches 

50 countries

’07 
Office of 

Alumni and 
Friends birthed

’09  
• Reaching a World 

of Kids initiative begins  
• Developing Global  

Leaders begins  
• Washington Family Ranch 

Creekside opens

’61 
Young Life 

Headquarters opens 
at 720 W. Monument 
in Colorado Springs

’64  
• Bill Starr 

becomes second 
president • George Sheffer 

Jr. made director of inner-city 
Young Life • Trail West 

Lodge acquired

’65 
Praz de Lys, 

Young Life’s first 
international camp, 

acquired

’66 
Windy Gap, Woodleaf 

acquired

’68 
Focus on Youth 

“I Am a Man” issue

’69 
• Middle 

school ministry 
(later called WyldLife) 

begins  
• Saranac Village, 
Breakaway Lodge 

acquired

’11 
First-ever 

Middle East camp 
at Dead Sea

’14 
Pioneer (Armenia) 

acquired

’13 
Cairn Brae 
(Scotland) 
acquired

’17

’15 
• Made for This: 

The Young Life Story 
published 

• Wild Ridge acquired

’16 
• Newt Crenshaw 

becomes sixth president 
• Young Life reaches 

100 countries 
• Tudor Farms acquired

’70 
• Asilomar Staff 

Conference • Rayburn 
passes away December 11  
• Beyond Malibu begins

’71 
Dale House 

ministry begins

’72  
• First woman 

on Board of Trustees: 
Marge Peterson  

• Southwind acquired

’73 
Pioneer Plunge 

begins

’74  
Fazenda Salto (Brazil) 

acquired

’77 
• Bob Mitchell 

becomes third president  
• Urban Primus Council 

initiated • “Headquarters” 
becomes “Service 

Center”

’79 
Trinity Ranch 
(Philippines) 

acquired

’33 
• Miracle 
Book Club 

• Navigators

’41 
• InterVarsity 

Christian 
Fellowship/USA 
• YOUNG LIFE

’44 
Youth for 

Christ

’50 
Billy 

Graham 
Evangelical 
Association

’51 
Campus 

Crusade for 
Christ

’54 
Fellowship 
of Christian 

Athletes

’60  
Youth With 
a Mission

THE 
GOLDEN 

AGE OF YOUTH 
MINISTRY

NUMBER OF KIDS REACHED PER YEAR

“The best Young Life work has yet to be done.”
—Jim Rayburn

’70

’70 MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL PREMIERES
’71 WALT DISNEY WORLD OPENS
’74 WATERGATE / NIXON RESIGNS 

PRESIDENCY
’75 SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE DEBUTS
’77 STAR WARS PREMIERES
’78 SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER PREMIERES

19
70

s

2004 
1,000,000 

KIDS REACHED 
PER YEAR

1997 
500,000 

KIDS REACHED 
PER YEAR

1971 
250,000 

KIDS REACHED 
PER YEAR1958 

100,000 
KIDS REACHED 

PER YEAR

1941 
2,400 KIDS 

REACHED PER 
YEAR

2016 
2,000,000 

KIDS REACHED 
PER YEAR

’91 
• Back to the 

Basics published 
• YoungLives begins

’93 
Denny Rydberg becomes 

fifth president


